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connection was by no means a recommendation.
Revolutionary talk was much in the air and
Nelson sent the Prince a detailed schedule of the
earnings and expenses of the Norfolk fkrm-
labourers showing the wretchedness of their con-
dition. But on the outbreak of the war with the
French Republic in January 1793, Nelson was
offered a 64-gtin ship of the line at once or a
74, if lie was prepared to wait. He accepted
for a 64 and was appointed to the
As usual he spoke of Ms ship and Ms officers and
crew in the most ecstatic terms; " without
exception the finest ship in the service." *c I
am well appointed in officers and we are manned
exceedingly well." la this case it was no mere
burst of enthusiasm since lie had shown great
energy in obtaining a strong nucleus of volunteer
seamen from the Norfolk ports.
Josiati Xisbet went with, him as a midshipman^
and after a month's service in the Channel the
was ordered to Join the fleet under
Lord Hood then proceeding to the Mediterranean.
At the end of July they reached Toiilon? but
the French, inactive, " I hardly           the War
last," Nelson wrote, " for what are we at
War about ? " After four weeks9 parleying, the
principal citizens invited Hood to
possession of Toulon in the name of
French monarchy.   Here was a situation beyond
the dreams of any previous British naval com-
mander.   Toulon, the        of all French Mediter-
ranean operations. Inviting British protection !
Hood, realising that the republicans would
attempt to capture the town         that he
have troops with which to defend it,          the